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ARTICLES OF RELIGION, &c. 
iL, Of the Word; or Son of God, whe was made very man. 


The Son, whos the word of the Father, the very and 
eternal God, of one substance with the Father, took man’s 


ature in the womb of the blessed Virgin ; so that two whole 
and perfect natures, that is to say, the Godhead and man- 
hood, were joined together in one person, never to be di. 
vided, whereof is oneChrist, very Ged and very man, who 
truly suffered, Was crucified, dead” and buried, to reconcile 
his Father to us, atid to be a sacrifice; not-oply for “— 
guilt, But also for act@al sins of men. . %, 


In the preceding article odr cliurch professes ber faith it the 
existence and perfections of God ; and in the Unity of the divine 
Essefice, and the Trinity: of the divine Persons, In this article» 

fesses her faith inthe Son of God, as being manifested in * 
the eas, with the consequences resulti , the atonement made by 2 
his sufferings, and the reconciltation of bis-Father to the world, 

In this article we find the following important dottrines-of re- 

ion, 

1. The Divinity of Jesus Christ. ‘ The Sottwho is the W. 
of the Father, the verv and eterttal God, of One substance 


the, Father.’ 
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2. Hisghumanity. He ‘ took man’s natare in the womb of thé 
blessed: virgin.’ 4 

3: The union of the divinity and the humanity in one person, 
constitating one glorious Christ. ‘ So that two whole and perfect 
matures, that 1s to say, the Godhead and the manhood, were joined 
together in one person, never to be divided, whcreot is one Christ, 
very Godand very man.’ | 

4. "The reconciliation made by bis. sufferings. ‘ Who truly 
suffered, was crucified, dead and buried, 10 reconcile his Father 
to us.” , 

. The extent of the atonement made by the sacrifice of him- 
s ‘ To be a sacrifice, not enly for origmal guilt; but also fo; 
actiza): sins of men.’ ; 

The equality of the Father, Son, and — Ghost, we have 
before considered, onder the first article. e there found suf. 
ficient'evidence, that the divine Persons are ‘ of one substance, 
power, and eternity ;’ and that the Divinity of Jesus Christ is a 
doctrine of revealed religion. But as this doctrine is of the ut- 
most importance in Christianity, it will justify us in adding the 
following arguments to those already offered. 

The incommunicable attributes of Deity are ascribed, in the 
holy scripture, to the Lord Jesus Christ. . Therefore, he mast 
ates the natere of God. ‘The notion that Jesus is called God, 

y tne inspired writers, on account of his office, will vanish before 
this argument. For whatever appelatives may be given to an@ 
being because of his office, incommunicable atfributes of Deity 
cah be ascribed to néne but God himsef. 

1. The sacred writings ascribe eternity of existence to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, They teach us that he is from everlasting. ‘ Thou 
Bethichem ®phratah, though thou be litt'e among the thousands 
of Judab, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me, that is to 
be Roler in Israel; whose goings forth bave been from of old, 
from everlasting” Micatv.2. Jesus Christ said unto saint 
Joho, ‘J am Adpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, che 
First and the Last’ Rev. xxii 13° Now if Jesus is from ever: 
lasting, fromthe years of eternity, he must be God, independent 
‘and self existent. For no created dependent being has existed 
from eternity, 

2. The immutability of the Divine nature is attribated to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. ‘Fhe Father says unto him, ‘ The heavens 
are the works of thy hands ; they shall perish; but thou remain 
est; and they shal! wax old as doth a garment ; and as a vesture 
thou shalt hold them up, and they shall be changed; but thou art 
the same, and thy years shal! never fail.” Heb. i 10, 11, 12. 
Afid St. Paul says, ‘ Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to day, 
and for ever.’ Heb. xiii. 8. The immutability which is here as- 
eribed to Jesus Christ, characterises him as the only true God 





485, 


He cannot be a created being, and possess gn immutable natare. 
Therefore Jesus Christ is the infinite God. He must be infinite, 
or he cannot be immutable, But if he is infinite, he-mast possess 
the nature of Deity 

3. The attribute of omnipotence is ascribed, in the holy serip- 
tures, to the blessed Jesus. St Paul says, ‘ He is able even to 
subdue all things unto himse!f.’ Phil. ni. 21. Nothing less than 
omnipetent power camesubddue all things. ‘1 am Alpha and 
Omega, the Beginning and the End, saith the Lord, whois, and 
who was, and who is to come, the Almighty. Rev.i.8 This 
text relates to'our Lord Jesus Christ, as is evident from the 5th 
verse, where it is said, ‘ Unto ‘him that loved us, and washed as 
from our sins in his@wn blood. En it Jesus is declared to be the 
Auyicuty. Whatever office a created being may hold, he can 
never receive from it almighty power. Therefore as Jesus is al- 
mighty, he must be God, ‘ not by office only, but by naiure, not 
figuratively, but properly, not created or derived, but co-eternally 
existing with the Father. 

4 Guahiscience is an attribute of Jesus Christ John the 
Evangelist says, ‘ He knew all things’ John ii. 24. ‘ Now we 
are sure thon ;nowest all things.’ John xvi. 30, St. Peter qaid 
to Jesus, ‘ Lord, thou knowest ali things, thou knowest that 
love thee.’ John xxi. 17. But omniseience, which necessarily 
implies infinitade of perfection, can be justly ascribed to none but 
the infinite Being. ‘Wherefore, as it is ascribed to Jesus Christ, 
he must be the infinite God. 

5, Omnipresence is an attribute of Jesus Christ. He claims. 
this incommaunicable perfection. ‘Where two or three are gather- 
ed together in my name, there am Lin the midst af them.’ Mat, 
xviii. 20. ‘4h.0! Lam with you alway even unto tbe énd of the 
world. Mat)xxviii 20. Creatures cannot have the knewledge 
of all things ; because boundless intelligence, which is incompati- 
ble with their nature, is necessary to such knowledge. He wha, 
comprehends whatever is, must comprehend God, because God 
is in existence ; and he whd comprehends God, must possess infi- 
nite intelligence. Therefore as Jesus knows all things, he must 
possess the Divine natare, the Essence of Deity, to which alone 
unbounded intelligence can belong 

6. As the Scriptures attribute the incommunicable perfections 
of Deity to Jesus Christ, they are consistent ia ascribing auto him 
such works as can be performed only by Almighty God. They 
attribute the creation.of the world to Jesus Christ. ‘ All things 
were made by him; and without him was not any thing made 
that. was made’ John i. 3 ‘ For by him were all things. created 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they are thranes, or dominions, or prineipalities, or pow- 
8: all things were created by him, and for him.’ Col. 1°16 





‘fhou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundations of the 
earth, and the heavens ure the works of thy hands,’ Heb. i. Ju, 
God alone can create. Creation is an act so far beyond the power 
o! dependent beings, that they cannot, as it appears to us, compre. 
hend the nature of such an act. How tlie universe should be 
_ formed out of nothing, can be comprehended, we conceive, only 

by that glorious Beiog, wh power wus equal to such an asto. 
nishing Operation. Dependent beings thereiore cannot create, 
But Jesus created all things; therefore he is independent—he is 
the self-existent God. 


7. The preservation of the world is also ascribed to Jesus - 


Christ, ‘ By him all things consist.?- Col. i. 17. ‘ Upholding 
all things by the word of his power” Heb.i 3 The same al- 
mighty abel which brought the world into, existegce. is neces. 
sary to Its preservation. ‘Tbe universe, created out of nothing, 
would sink into nothing ina moment, if God were to withdraw 
from it that active energy which gave it being Jesus exercises 
that energy, by which all things are preserved in existence ; and 
therefore Jesus is the almighty God, © 

8. Hence it is, that the homage due t6 God only, is claimed by 
Jesus Christ.. The scriptures require us to pay him the devotion 
of our hearts They declare him to be the object of religious 
faith. ‘ He that believeth on the Son, hath everlasting life, and 
he that believeth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of 
God abideth on him.’ John iii. 36. He is the object of our hope. 
‘ Paul an Apostle of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of God 
our Saviour, and the Lord Jesus Christ who is our hope.’ 1 Tim. 
i. 1. He is the object of our supreme affection. If we love him 
not, we are an«er the most dreadful curse. ‘ If any man love not 
the Lord Tesus Christ, let him be anathema maranatha.” 1 Cor. 
xvi. 22. Therefore as Jesus Christ has a right tothe devotions of 
the heart, as he is the proper object of our religious faith, hope and 
love, he must be possessed of the perfections of Deity. For it 
would be idolatry according to the scripture, to pay such regard ta 
acteated being 

9. Inlike manner, the external acts of religious worship belong 
of right to the blessed Jesus. ‘Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is-above every name ; 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in the earth, and things under the earth ; and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus is Lorn ; to the glory 
of God the Father.’ Phil. ii. 9.10. * Por the Father judgeth no 
man ; but hath committed all jadgment onte the Son: That all 
men should honor the Son even as they honor the Father.’ John v. 
22,23. * When he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, 
he saith. Let all the angels of God worship him.’ Heb. i. 6. Ac- 
dog dinghy all the hosts of heaven worship our Jesus. ‘ And § 





= Ga eG. ee en me Jee bee a ee Oe ee 


465 


heard the voice of many angels round about the throne, and the 
beasts, and the elders ; and the number of them was ten thon- 
sand ‘timles ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, saying, 
with a toud voice, Worthy isthe lamb that was slate receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and 
glory, and blessing. And every creatare which is in heaven, 
be the earth, and under the earth, and such @s are in the sea, 

ail that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing and honor, and 
gloryyand power be unto him-~that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unte Lord for ever and éver.” Rev. v. 11, 12,13. Now, we 
ought to remember that God is jealous ot &is honor, and will not 
give his glory to. another. He certainly never would approbate 
men and angels in paying religious homage to Jesas Christ, much 
less command them te do it, if Jesus Christ was not very God. 
The worship of a creature is idolatry ; bat the most enlightened, 
the most holy dependent beings, worship Jesus Chyist ; therefore 
the armies of heaven, exalted to eminence in intellectual and mo- 
ral excellence, are guilty of idolatry, or Jesus Christ is not a crea- 
tare, but the everlasting Jehovah. ‘The moral excellence of the 
' armies of heaven, renders the crime of idolatry impossible to them. 
They worship Jesus Christ because he is God. 

What candid man, with the Bible in his hand, can deny the 
Divinity of Jesus Christ? What further “evidence, that he is 
God, can we desire? The scriptures call bim Jehovah. They 
attribute unto him the incommunicable perfections of Deity.— 
They assure us that he is omniscient, Omnipresent, almighty, 
eternal and immutable. ‘They declare that the worlds were 
created by him, aud that he upholds all things by the word of 
hispower. ‘They require us to pay Supreme adoration to the 
blessed Jesus ; assaring us that he is worshipped as God by all 
the hosts of heaven, Nothing but obstinacy can resist such evi- 
dence as this. 

It is. neecless for 7 to object against the Divinity of Jesus 
Obrist, on the ground Of his having said, ‘ My Father is greater 
than 1.’ For the Saviour of the world, could never intend to 
tontradict himself, and the whole tenor of revealed religion, by 
denying his own divinity; and of course lead his followers, 
whom he suffered to Worship him, into the guilt of idolatry. He 
' ‘who is the brightness of the Father’s glory and the express 
image of his person,’ could never mean to lead us to believe that 
heis not God. He, ‘in whom the God-head dwelt bodily’— 
‘who thought it no robbery to be equal with God,’ never iniend- 
ed by the expression ‘ My Father is greater than 1, towdeny that 

lity with God, which he had so often claimed, and so féyei- 
ly demonstrated. : 

‘If ye loved me ye would rejoice, becanse I said, I go unto 
4he Father: for my Father is greater than I’ From the first 
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view of this text, it is evident that Jesus Christ, wien he said 
‘ My Father is greater than I, had no reference to his Divine 
natare. He was i Pippy Wig. his disciples respecting his 
mission into the world, and his return €0 God. In the accom. 
plishment of this mission, he had taken upon himself the nature 
of man, aud was about to exalt his bumanity to the throne of 
God.’ ‘If yeloved me ye would rejoice, because I said, I go 
unio the Bather. For,in goin to the Father, I shall pass through 
death, to atone for the sims of the world, and to open a way for 
the salvation of mankind I shall ascend in buman nature to the 
presente of God. and,there make intercession for you. I shall 
sit down at the right hand of the Father, and my bumanity will 
be exalted to a state of happiness and glory which to you js 
altogether inconceivable. Therefore if ye loved me, if ye wished 
me to be bappy and glorious, ye ought to rejoice, for think not, 
that because 1 am God, tbe natare of man which I have assum. 
ed, is not capable of an accession of felicity and glory. For in 
regard to my hamanity, ‘ My father is greager than I.’ This 
is af.easy and natural explication of the text ; in which we dis- 
cover no repugnance to the Divinity of Jesas Christ. 

We would entreat every one, who values the salvation of his 
souk, to consider, very seriously, the consequences of denying thai 
Jesus is God. Let him ealmly examine the subject, in this peint 
of light, before he dare to call in question the divinity uf the Ss. 
viour. The doctrme of the Godhead of Christ, is the soul of 
Christianity, Remove thts doctrine and nothing will remain but 
ashadow. Take away this doctrine, and all consistency will 
forsake the system of-evangelica]l truth—the force of its morg 
obligations will be lost—and the fulness of iis glorious promises 
will vanish into empty air. The Bible stands or falls with the 
Divinity of Jesus Christ. 

One thing, in particular, we desire our readers to consider 
The Divinity of Christ is inseparably connected with the doc- 
trine of the atonement. If Jesus is. not God, every idea of the 
atonement is absolutely groundless. Nocreated or derived cxis- 
tence can make satisfaction for sin; because such existence has 
neither power nor time to effect such a work. He hus not time— 
For he,owes the improvement of every moment of his duration, 
in the exercise of all his powers, tethe glory of his Creator. He 
has time only for the discharge of his own duty ; and therefore 
camdo nothing to atone for transgression. Me has not power to 
effect such a work—First, because his safferings could not be 
meritorious. Freedom from obligation, and voluntary submis- 
siomunto it, either to perform its requisiticas of duty, or to suber 
for its infractions, seem necessary to give proper and real merit to 
any action. But freedom from olfligation is impossible to crea 
tures, Every created intelligence, from the nature of his ext 
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tence, must be always under obligation to the Aather of his be’ 
ing. Secondly, he has not power to effect such a work, to atone 
for sin—because his nattre could not sustain that accumulated 
weight of misery, which is due to the transgressor through the 
es of eternity, when concentrated within a short space of time, 
and let loose, like a mighty’storm, upon his devoted head. 
It will therefore follow, that if Jesus Christ is only a created 
being, our hopes of salvation on the ground of his. atonement are 
vain, If heis not God, his sufferings effected no satisfaction for ’ 
the sip of the world. ‘Phas, to deny the Divinity of Christ, is, to 
discard the doctrine of the atonement. We thank God that Jesus 
Christ is not a mere Creatore. He is the great and glorious Je- 
hovah. And being such, he is above all Sbligation: and the:- 
fore in assuming the nature of man, he bas raised his human#ty 
to freedom from obligation. And hence his volantary submis- 
sion to the law to keep its requisitions and to suffer its penalty, 
became truly meritorious in the sight of justice. ile the hu- 
manity suffered, the divinity supported it ander a weight of wa, 
intolerable to created strength. 


AN INQUIRY INTO ORIGINAL SIN. 


No. X. 














6. The evidence of original depravity, which is discovered in 
the early actions of man, is strongly corroborated by the conduct 
of hisriper years, ‘This conduct evinces the most, dire pollation 
of the heart, It astonishes the serious and reflecting mind, when 
viewing the restraints under which man is laid, and his indace- 
men to virtuous life. Nothing but moral (urpitude of the deep- 
est mature, can produce that general corruption of manners which 
isevery Where seen amogg mankind. It must be an abundant 
in of bitterness from whence those streams of pollution is- 

sue which inundate the world. 
If, when mankind emerge from the ignorance of infancy to 
t exercise of reason, and enjoy the perception of the Divine 
existence and perfection, they were to rise to moral dignity and 
firm principles of piety in the conduct of life: they would wipe 
away from human view the follies and vices of childhood, and 


440 

‘lay same ground to attribute their early departure from pectitude 
to physical weakness, and not. to moral depravity, Bat the re. 
verse generally takes place. Man, as his mental powers become 
more vigorous, instead of rising w moral excellence, commonly 
sinks into deeper corruption. ‘The stream of iniquity increases as 
itadvanees—becomes deeper and spreads wider, and rolls its 
turbid waiters along with greater rapidity and fury, For repeti: 
tion of crime, perpetually taking place in the life of man, produ- 
ces increased Rascian to evil. Natural depravity, being fol- 
lowed, becomes Aabifual; and urges the soul forward in the 
road to misery with redoubled impetuosity. I must, therefore, 
co e that the nature of man is deeply deprayed. 

A is conclusion will be strengthened by considering the fol. 
lowing fact. ‘The principle of depravity, which produces cor. 
ruption of manners, has been, in its operation, as ceaseless as 
the wheels of time, and as extensive, asthe race of man. No 
age or plate has seen its cessation. No ration or tribe of men 
have been free from its influence. Its energy has been felt, and 
its ruinous consequences suffered, through every period of time, 
from the fatal hour in which Adam transgressed the law of God, 
down to the present moment. 

If wickedness was seen only in a few instances ; if it appeared 
only im some ages of the world or among some tribes of men; 
there might be i:ason to judge that it arose from aecidenta! cau. 
ses, operating under certain limitted circumstances only, and not 
from a depravity of nature of universal extent anc influence. 
Bat as iniquity has existed every where, at all times, and ander 
all circumstances, among every nation under heaven; I most 
believe that it springs from a perversity of soul which is natural 
to the race of man. 

8. If L enter more minutely into the examination of this qnes 
tion, I shall discover increasing evidence of human depravily. 
If L inquire for any external cause, from whence the abomina- 
tions of mankind take their rise, I shall be at a loss on what to 
fix. Many things, no doubt, have some influence on human cor- 

tion. ‘Théy may give direction to the streams which issue 
from this bitter fountain. They may retard or accelerate their 
violence in the work of destruction. But none of them will be 
found sufficient to give rise to the abominations of mankind. The 
rich and the poor, the noble and ignoble, the learned and o0- 
learned, are generally sinners before God. Men in savage life 
are given to the most horrid wickedness ; and the most polished 
nations,though they have rubbed off the roughness of vice, have 
retained the very essence of iniquity. ‘They are not less corrup! 
than the savage tribes of men They are sunk into all the vice 
‘of voluptuousness and are swallowed up in the vortex of dissip#- 
tion. Besides, in all the conditions of human society, and io #! 
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its ranks, thi¢re are a few who fear God and work righieous- 
ness. 1 must therefore conclude, that whatever influence the 
circumstances ‘of human life may have on the wickedness of man, 
they are not the primary causes of corruption in the world I 
must search for some internal principle as the spring from which 
the wicked actions of fentikicig teke their rise. Tis principle, I 
find in the heart. The heart is the seat of all the springs of ac- 
tion ; and therefore when the actions of men are generally cor- 
rupt, the springs from whence they rise, must be in a state of 
perversion. The heart, by nature, must be totally depraved, 
desperately wicked, far gone from all righteousness. 

o external cause however great, no combination of such 
causes however extensive, could possibly operate the universal 
corruption of a whole world of rational beings, in a state of native 
excellence, For ali the force of such causes would be the power 
of motive. A reasonable being, in a state of original purity, 
must possess power to withstand all possible motives to violate 
the law of his nature. Becouse the motives to keep such law 
must always be superior to those to transgress it; and the deter- 
minations of the will of such a being, must be superior to all ex- 
ternal influence ; because such superiority is essential to that free- 
dem which constitutes voluntary action. Therefore it is morally 
impossible, that a world of rational beings, individually possess- 
ing native rectitude of soul, should all be depraved by the infiu- 
ence of external causes. Some might voluncarily yield to the im- 
pulse of such causes ; but I never can believe that a whole race 


of such beings would be induced to forsake the path f trath and 
righteousness. Now as the sons of Adam universally depart 
from the ways of holiness, and transgress the law of Godg they 
must be possessed of some internal principle of corruption which 
is natural to the whole race—they must be fallen from original ex- 
eellence inte a state of woful depravity. 


‘ 











MEDITATIONS 


ON THE HAPPINESS OF HEAVEY. 






(No. 1X.) 






The knowledge of the saints will be one ingredient of thew hap. 
piness. 










The nature of intelligent beings is such, that knowledge is cal. 
culated to afford them the purest pleasure. It is a source of end. 
less delight to them—because they were created to know— 
Streams of the most delicious bliss take their rise in it, and flow 
through all rations! worlds ina state of rectitude, gladdening the 
holy inhabitants with the purest and highest enjoy ments, 
ve acquisition of knowledge; when the mora! qualities of the 
soul accord with truth, must impart happiness not only pure, but 
lasting and permanent, It is farfrom being like that delight, 
which depends for existence upon things of a transitory nature— 
because it arises from the analterable matore of truth itself. 
The pleasure Uerived from the gratification of appetite, is only 























negative happiness. It is nothing more than the alleviation of t 
disagreeable feelings. Evet the pleasures of imaginatior:, which { 
are certainly far superior to those of appetite, are not to be con- i 
pared with the delights which result from the acquisition of im. lk 
portant knowledge ; because the last depend on the permanency } 
of truth for existence, whereas the former often arise from po: te 
thing but the fictions of the mind. Thérefore, no pleasures c2p ¢ 
exceed those of knowledge, except ‘such as result from the pos- 7 
session of great moral excellence pe 

What idea then ought we to form of the happiness of heaven, ec 





where intellectual greatness exceeds the conception of mortals! 
In what a flood of pleasure wil! the soul swim, when the secrets 
of natare shall burst upon its extensive vision, and the perfec- 
tions and glories of Deity shall be manifested before it, in that 
light unto which no man living can now approach! ‘The hope of 
sach knowledge affords the sweetest sensations of pleasure ; what 
then will its possession give! When shall I escape frofn this 
world of darkness and error, and ascend to the realms of light 
and trath ? When shall I be delivered from the miseries of ig- 
norance, and drink the pleasures of celestial knowledge ? My 
soul is athirst for that knowledge. I want to see God as he is— 
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that E may be like him. ‘This is :‘:c utmost extent of my ambi- 
tion. ‘To nothing greater than this can an immortal soal aspire ; 
and in the possession of nothing else. can it be truly happy. My 
bosom burns with strong desire, to possess that knowledge of 
God, which the saints in glory shall enjoy, 

Tien we shall know even as weare known. Glary to God, 
that revealed religion affords us such a prospect as this. But when 
will this happy period arrive? When shall we know even as we 
are known? ‘That period of glorious expectation will come, 
when human nature shall ascend to thgt state of excellence unto 
which the Gospel now elevates our hopes ; when man shall drop 
those imperfections with which he is now sarroun ; when his 
body shall become immortal, and so refined as to approximate to- 
wards spirit itself; when his mind shall be raised to that strength 
of intellect, which will exclade uncertainty from all bis mental 
exercises. Then trath will be seen in the light of eternal day.— 
No glimmerings will pass before the eyes of the mind, to render 
its vision obscure, or its conclusions uncertain. Doubt and error 
will no more have place among the saints of God, No cloud 
willintercept, fora moment, between them and ane truth, lyin 
Within the limits of their intellectual capacity. Precision will 

characterise their perceptions, and correctness their judgments. 
Their knowledge will be perfect. ‘They shall know even as they 
are known. 
_ Within the limits of their intellectual capacity. For we are 
to remember, that Knowledge in all created beings, hi@wever per- 
fect they may be, must always have its bounds. Limitation is 
inseparable from the nature of creatures. Mis true, the know- 
ledge of the saints will be great, and perfect as far as it shall go. 
But limits must be fixed unto it—for the capacity of created exis- 
tence is necessary finite. Infinite knowledge is an attribute of 
God alone. 
, However, the bounds which will limit, the knowledge of the 
people of God in the world of glory, will be such as cannot be 
comprehended by the mind of man, in this state of frailty and 
imperfection, And it is-adelightfal thought ‘at the circle which 
bound the knowledge of man ina state of fatare blessedness, 
will for ever extend itself, to give a larger sphere to the opera- 
tions of his mental powers, Thus his knowledge will be increas- 
ing throughout the glorious ages of eternity. ‘That man will for 
ever advance in both intellectual and moral power, we have a 
right to believe from analogy. In our present mode of being, we 
continue to progress in improvement through all the stages of life ; 
and our progress in science becomes more rapid as we advance. 
refore we can hardly believe that we shall ever become sta- 
tionary with respect to improvement in knowledge and virtae.— 
We shall rise higher and higher, through everlasting ages, and 
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approximate nearer and nearer to the author of our being. Yet 
there must eternally remain an infinite distance between the know. 
ledge of the saints and that of Jehovah—because there can be 
no proportion between finite and infinite. 

6 how pleasing is the thought, that we shall be not only per- 
fectly correct in all our knowledge, but we shall advance in un. 
derstanding for ever and ever! What glory awaits the Christian 
in’a fature state! What consideration is calculated to fire his 
ambition, likethat of leaving the regions of doubt and error, and 
dwelling for ever in those of certainty and truth! ‘There know. 
ledge will pour itself into his mind in that flood of day, with 
which a futufestate will surround him; while his soul will be waf- 
ted on seas of the purest!pleasure through the ages of eternity. 

In the light of that world, the largest and smallest bodies of 
matter will probably become objects of our knowledge. The 
first will not confound us by their magnitude ; vor the last elude 
®ur research by their minuteness. We, indeed, expect that the 
very essence of matter will be opened to our view, We shall 
Jook through the world of matter with a penetrating glance; 
comprehend the vast system of the material universe in all its re- 
volutions, and its endless variety of causes and effects; and, 
‘wrapt in the most pleasing admiration, adore the glorious Author 
of nature. 

But matter will not be the only object of our knowledge. We 


shall be acquainted with spirit ; not in that glimmering light in 
which we fave a few weak perceptions of it in the present world, 
‘We shall see it in the light of eternity. We shall even behold, 
the most glorious of yee the great ETERNAL We shell see 


God as he is ; and therafore shall be like him. Glorious hope! 
This isthe fulness of all our perfection in knowledge. Here we 
find ourselves lost in the magnitude and glory of the object. 0! 
hew it enraptures our souls! We sink in silent wonder in con- 
templation of that glory to which we are called by the gracious 
Redeemer. Grant, O Lord, that we may be holy, that we may 
attain unto thy kingdom through Jesus Christ. Amen. 








The substance of the following was extragted from a letter of 
Mrs. Sarah Myers, of Baltimore, to Mrs. Elizabeth Martin, 
of Columbus, ( Ohio) dated September 4, 1816. 


Very Dear SistEn, 


How shall I begin to tell you of the goodness ‘ef God to us © 
About three weeks ago, Mr. Myers informed me that there 
would be a camp meeting within six miles of our residence. He 
was desirous of attending it ; but every,thing appeared dark and 
gloomy from the largeness and situation Of our family. But bless- 
ed be God, we felt encouraged to go ; we set to work, and tho’ 
many obstacles were in the way, yet we made preparation; and 
on ‘Thursday we arrived on the ground, went Bre in number, 

On Friday.the Lord began to work powerfully among the peo- 
ple. His mercy reached our family ; and a young woman be- 
longing to it, by the name of Temperance Hynson, was awak- 
ened to a sense of her danger. She was brought into our tent, 
about 1 or 2 o’clock, with a Mrs. Laurance ; both under strong 
conviction. ‘The scene was truly affecting. Our children, on 
every hand, were crying for mercy. Among these were John 
and Eliza Jane Myers, and Betsey, Sally and Eliza Ann War- 
rev. Within the coorse of an hour, the Lord powerfully blessed 
Mrs. Laurance end the young’woman. During thistime, my son 
Harry Myers and Mary bis wife, appeared to be affected. The 
Jatter, indeed, appeared to be afraid to hear preaching, and kept 
inthe back tent. On Saturday evening nothing could prevent 
my son William from returning bome. But on the way the Lord 
moved on the great deep of his heart. He was very much alarm- 
ed during the night, and returned the next morning to the cam 
ground. On the following night God converted him, and i 
brother Harry ; and on Monday night, Mary, Harry’s wife, re- 
ceived the blessing We returned home on Tuesday evening ; 
and Harry, bis wife, her sister, and James Bryan remained 
with us till morning. When we were engaged in family prayer, 
the power of the Lord descended upon us John Hays, Maria 
his wife, Kitty their daughter, and Nelly Tookes were on the 
floor atonce. ‘The children were all crying for mercy. The Lord 

soon blessed Nelly. It was a joyful time among us indeed. 

I am not able to express my feelings on the occasion. I ean 
bat say, Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, 
praise his hely name. 

' ‘The concourse of people on Sunday, at the camp ground, was - 
very great indeed. It was supposed, that thene were between 15 
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and 20 thousand persons. Mr. Rozal preached like a celestiaj 
messtager. In the afternoon a Mr. More preached with great 
ike It was one of the most alarming sermons I ever heard, 

Phe place was truly awful, ‘The work of grace was principally 
among the young people. 


SARAH MYERS 


PROM THE RICH. CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


ON GIVING TOO MUCH TIME TO SLEEP. 


There is a prevailing habit, which, in my opinion, has not re. 
ceived from our moral writers the. degree of reprehension that ij 
deserves: I mean the habit of indulging in unnecessary sleep. 
It seems to be generally considered as a very slight fault ; or ra- 
ther no fault at a!l, except where circumstances make rigid indus. 
try necessary to a subsistence. But if the following observations 
be seriously weighed, they will, perhaps, lead us toa very dilfer- 
ent conclusion. 4 

_ We must first enquire how much sleep may be accounted ne- 
cessary ? It must be so much as will prepare our active pow- 
ers of mind. and body for the due exercise of our functions. 
Now I admit that no standard of time can be exhibitted on this 
subject which will apply to all cases. ‘They who are engaged in 
strenuous bodily laber, need more sleep, 1 suppose, than the stu- 
dious and the sedeotary. The different constitetions of people 
also may render various quantities of ‘sleep requisite. And the 
same individual may need more or less according to the several 
stages of life. What 1 would recommend is, that every one 
should ascertain, by experiment, how much sleep is necessary 
for him in existing circomstances. Begin with a trial of six 
hours. If this be found too little to recruit the fatigued powers 
of action, try six and a half, then seven hours, and soon. Pro- 
bably between the limits of six and eight hours, in every twenty- 
four, all persons may discover for themselves how much time 
they may nsefully dedicate to sleep. 

‘d believe the most competent judges will sapport me in the as- 
sertion, that excessive sleep is injurious both to health of body 
and vigor of mind, Effects, such as these, though it should re: 
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ire a long period to render them perceptible, ‘certainly deserve 
pn To possess a sound mind, in a sound body, is the 

of earthly blessings. : 

To spend time in needless sleep is a degrading habit, and be- 
irays a groveling spirit. I cannot, for my partghelp considering it 
avery humbling circumstance of our se gts) at we must sleep ; 
that nearly or quite one third of our time must be given upto in- 
sensibility and inaction. Man, indeed, ought to be bumble. But 
what shall we say of a disposition to protract such a state, the 
state of a beast, yea of senseless matter, beyond the bounds of 
necessity ? Lt is voluntary self-degradation.. It is, for so much 
time as is thus consamed, meanly and * pcb igs 4 renouncing the 
privileges of sense and rationality. know it is pleaded that 


there is a — ia sleep. ‘To be sure, there is a removal of 


the pain of fatigue You may call this pleasure, in a large sense 
of the word ; but it belongs only to that quantity of sleep which 
is necessary. When fatigue is over, and the faculties have reco- 
vered their tone, the best state of man.is action. In this state he 
finds his highest satisfactions. He who thinks there is more en- 
joyment in the stupefaction of needless slumber than in the pur- 
suit of his proper business, the exercise of benewolent affections, 
‘and the acquisition of knowledge, has already forfeited much of 
the dignity of a rational being. What! talk of the happiness of 
a condition similar to that of a log or a stone! Shame—it har 
been said a thousand times, and I will say it once more—shame, 
where is thy blush. 
But there still remains a view of this matter far more interest- 
-ing than any which has yet beempresented. Man is a moral and 
responsible being, the heir of an immortal existence. Consult 
your reason upon the situation in which you are placed. Take 
the inspired volame, and let it teach you the lessons of wisdom. 
You have much to do for your own soul. You must soon perceive 
also that you are bound to the discbarge of. a multitude of daties 
as a member of society. You are bound, in fact, to do ali that 
yon possibly can do for the present and juture welfare of man- 
kind. What solemn considerations! And how vast is the work 
incumbent upon you of preparing, in this short state of proba- 
tion, 0 leave the world in peace whenever God shall call you 
away, and to stand before his tribunal with a just confidence of 
being approved as a true disciple of Jesus Christ! In circum- 
stances so unspeakably awiul, the redemption of time, precious 
time, appears to be a duty of primary importance. If we are to 
answer to God for the use or abuse of every -hour which he af- 
fords us, how dare we to waste our time in any sort of trifling !— 
In this connexion, the excessive indulgence of sleep assumes the 
features of afolly and a sin of alarming magnitude. In working 
for eternity, no human being has a single hour to spare. "The 
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dling of time, which is deemed by many to be a pretty ang 
harmless sport, may contribute largely to the murder of the soul, 
And I entreat those who are concerned in these reflections to 
consider seriously what they are doing. 


* 


PHILANDER. 


What can be more pleasing to the pious, than to learn that 
God is abundantly pouring out the spirit of grace, on the nations 
of the earth? Such information must give to the followers of 
Christ, not only a high degree of pleasure, but strong encourage. 
mént to press forward in the way of duty, and to bear, with 
Christian fortitude, the evils under which they may be laboring. 

That satisfaction which we receive from hearing that Jesas is 
claiming the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for his possession, is far from being small. But we 


_  @erive no less pleasure from understanding, that sinners in Zion 
* areafraid, and, laying down their arms of rebellion, are coming 


to the Prince of Peace, to submit themselves to his mercy. In 
different parts of our highly favored country, the angodly are 
greatly affected with the truths of the Gospel. God is turning 
hundreds and thousands in our land, from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan to bimself. 

The editor has been informed by Mr. Matthew Floyd, a minis. 
ter in the Methodist churce, that the grace of God has lately 
been displayed, ion a wonderful manner, on the eastern shore of 
Virginia. ‘The attention of the people to divine things, in that 
part of the country, has been greatly excited. Awakenings and 
conversions have been numerous. More than 150 persons in Ac- 
comack circuit have lately united themselves to the Methodist 
church. At a camp meeting, which was held in that place in the 
month of September, the power of God, in the operation of sav- 
ing grace, was gloriously made known. Not less than 100 souls, 
it was believed, were hopefully converted to-God The work, 
when the informant left that place, was still going on; and the 
prospect ef the prosperity of Zion more pleasing, than it had 
been for many years before. 

What Christian can refuse to praise God, for his mercy to our 
sinful world? O.that his grace may be gloriously displayed in 
the atter overthrow of the powers of darkness, and in the com- 
plete establishment of the Redeemer’s kingdom throughout the 
whole world! Amen, 
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- PHYSICO OR NATURAL THEOLOGY. 
Concerning the origin and propagation of Light, according 
te Moses. | 


From a perigdical work published in 1783. 


Geweits I. 15.  “ lin the beginning God created the heaven 
and the eartlt. oe, ae me Renae vale sand 
rkness was upon t ace . nd t irit 

insted updh the fave, af the-veolers. And God said, 
there cbe light : atid theré was light. And God saw the li 
that it was good: And God divided the light from the dark- 
ness, And God called the light day, and the darkness he 
bas night: And the evening and the mogning were the first 
ay. 


It is reasonable to suppose, that when God ereated the hea. 
vens and the earth, he gave existence to all the several elements 
whith now compose this world, and all the other systems that 
aré connected therewith. What is termed chaos or the abyss, 
seems to have consisted of all the various principles of matter 
which, were at first without order, or. ariteuine arrangement, 

Tie Hebrew word bera, in this part of the writings of Moses, 
» slg to give being to what before was non existent; atser 

seems to pofnt out the forming of specifical creatures into their 

: “a algeees j and oshe to denote the making all things per- 
in. their kin e - 

The first distinct creature that Moses takes notice of is Light ; 
which, he informs us was created by the commandment of the 
Almighty. ‘‘ He spake, and it was done ; He commanded, and 
it stood fast.” We have reason to conclude, from Scripture, that 
the visible fabric of the mavens and the earth was not the first 
work of God ; for the angels, those sons of the Almighty, those 
morning stars. sang for joy, when the foundations of this system 
were laid. It is altogether ancertain how long that spiriritual 

em had stood before this world was created ; bat it is highly 
srobabi , and almost certain, that there was a spiritual system 
e this world was formed in the manner it now is. 

It appears very probable that all the moving-powers in natare 
received their existence when the matter, of whiebthe heavens 

d the earth are made, was first created. This.is.called by 

Oses thé abyss, or matter without form or order, amd void or 


empty, without utility. When me Almighty said, ‘ Let there be’ 
3 


‘re. 
’ 
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light,’ we are not to imagine that this command was the cause of 
the creation of the principles of light ; the materials were already 
created, but it called them into another form than that in which 
they were before. ‘The chaotic mass contained the principles and 
materials of all bodies, but without order. So Moses tells us that 
all. things were theu ubeu—confusion and empliness, and that 
darknes was over all the abyss. ; 

The divine commandment which produced light, must be con. 
sidered as operating upon the properties of matter already created; 
and as light is found to proceed from the motion of luminous par. 
ticles, we must conceive some central force, or attracting power to 
be the instrument of preducing this phenomonon of light There 
seem to be moving principles in all natare, which, when put in 
motion by the first cause, produce natural effects according to fixed 
and establistred laws ; which cannot be altered unless by the first 
mover. 

The origin of that light which now renders bodies visible to us, 
seems chiefly to be fire ; though light and fire are not inseparably 
connected ; for light may be propagated where there is no fire, as 
from putrid bodies, and fi*e may be where there is no light, as in 
iron, sulphur, &c., ' 

According to Moses, light was the first specifical creature that 
was formed in this system, but the materials were already created 
when the other matter, of which the heavens and the earth were 
formed, received its existehce. Moses seems plainly to hint at 
the operation of a principle in the aniverse, which, as a second 
cause, produced thé phenomenon of light. This, most probably, 
was the motion of the luminods and fiery particl¢s in the chaotic 
mass, which; at the divihé command, separated themselves: from 
the other gross materials of the miscellaneous composition, and 
by an attractive sympathy associated ib one body, and after three 
natural days, formed that body which we now call the Sun. 

Whether there be any subtle body, of a purer nature than fire, 
ih this system, is of little consequence in this enquiry ; for admit- 
ting that similar particles have, according to their nature, a quali- 
ty, Or power to attract one another when put in mation, it answers 
all the purposes required. ‘The first thing that Moses takes notice 
of in the order of the things created, is the centre of this system, 
which he calls au®. or light; and which after a short progression 
rested in the sun, the common centre of this system of which we 


areapart' And by the influence of this central light, or fire, the 
various parts of the system were balanced, and, by mutual attrac- 
tion. moved in the expanse. at determined distances. 

The account which Moses gives of the abyss, or deep, as it is 
called in our translation, is very favorable to the idea which Sit 
Isaac Newton has suggested concerning Attraction and Som 
tion ; forthe Hebrew word signifies, to moye with a sort of com 
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fused motion.. This shows that the chaotic mass had some:gravis 
tating powers in it, before the forming of the system ; and that the 
attracting and repelling forces were naturally and originally in the 
yaiverse ; and that the first mover gave them, in a regular course, 
their special direction, and systematical attractions. Tas it is 
imagined that the doctrine of Moses, even in point of philosophy, 
ismuch more agreeable to the system of Sir Isaac Newton, than 
that of Mr. Hutchinson ; aud it does not appear that there is any 
thing said by Moses that contradictsour great natural philosopher, 
or that there is any thing advanced by the latter, that is not con- 
sistent with the principles of Moses, be ab AE tah 
As light is a tluid composed of lucid particles, of whieh many 
are of an ingenious nature, and have the power of barning, and 
others give light without having any fire in their composition ; 
these all act according to their different attractions, or gravitation. 
When lucid igneous particles are sirongly atiracied toone another 
in great quantities, their heat becomes intolerable, and is capable 
of destroying the most solid bodies. It is well known thut the 
rays of light converged in the focus of one of Hartsoker’s barn. 
wg glasses, will prodgce wonderful effects ; tin, lead or any soft 
metal, will dissolve at the first teach ; and iron, which endares a 
very strong fire before it dissolves, witl melt before one of these 
glasses in-a minute’s time. This plainly shows us that, provided 
here were not a wise and Almighty Providence, that mana 
and directs all things, those materials which are of the greatest 
advantage to the world, would soon destroy it. If the rays of © 


\ightwere to form solid bodies and depart from their state of flui- 


‘ity; they would, in the twinkling of an eye, reduce this globe to 
ashes, or render it liquid fire. ys 
Were the rays of light all of one kind, it is probable that they 
might unite and become solid bodies ; but the wisdom of Proyi- 
dence hath formed therm both of different. coloars, and of different 
reflections and refrangibility. This prevents them from asseciat- 
ing in such a manner as to do hurt, unless they are converged by 
‘ome instrument which hinders them from flying off. As all rays 
of light have not the same degree of reflexibility and refrangibili- 
y, but some are capable of greater reflections and refractions 
han others, they cannot without force be united in one solid body, 
dough they are all serviceable for the purposes of light, and’con- 
ribute to the happiness of men, and the welfare of all living crea. 
tes. Whether Moses intended a philosophical account of light 
this chapter, I will not pretend to say; but one thing is certain, 
at he makes use of a word which ppints out some of the prinei- 
ties of light. dur, signifies that body which renders 
jects Visible, which we call light ; it also signifies fire, and per. 
ps Moses intended to point out in one word, what in’our lan- 
bage requires two, light and fire. VW batever may be the philo- 
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sophiendilinctones betyrtan thet two, We are certain that they are 
dom ted. It is also plain that the sun is not the sole source 
of light any more than he is of fire ; for light may be propagated 
where the san never shines, as may be proved by many instance ; 
bu! the sun is the principal. source of light to our system. 

e has been a violent di between the philosophers on 
the continent and those in En, , Concerning the propagation 
of light The former make light a fluid of the most subtle, fine 
and active substunce. dit overall the world, which affects 
our eyes, when it i$ carrred towards them by the impression of a 
body on fire * The latter affirm that corporeal light is a substance 
which the body in fire emits out of itself with the utmost rapidity. 
Sir Isaac Newton has demonstrated this latter opinion, by so 
many wonderful experiments, that it is impossible to deny the 
propagation of tight, withogt being devoted to scepticism ‘The 
author of Spectacie de la Nature has endeavored to show, “ that 
as there is no body in all the création more useful than light, sa 
here are none of more extraordinary bones and more won. 
erful in their qualities. In the rays of light are discovered all 
the original colours of natare ; red, orange, yellow, green, blae, 
indigo and violet : and the quantity of color in Jight is in the same 
proportion as the seven musical notes, or intervals of sound ia an 
-getave.t. From experiments it is found that those rays of light 
are of the largest quantity that paint the brightest colors ; and of 
gllthese, the red rays have the least refrangibility. Light isin 
“itself wonderful ; but its use to the world is beyond all expression: 
It discovers to man and beast innumerable objects of pleasure, as 
wellas the means of life. Without it, motion would be danger- 
os, and rest insipid re pt — words of the Hebrew philo- 
lopher, * Light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes 8 

behold the sun.” fei, aus 2 Tracy er eae i 

* History of the Heavens. 


4 Sir Isgac. Newton's Optics, Book 1. Part IT Prob. IIT. 
ae rs : Brit. Meth. Magazine. 





REFLECTIONS. 


Nothing could have been more grand than the creation of 
world ; and'no subject is better calcolated to affect the mind wi" 
astonishment and admiration. If we ran back in imagination! 
the beginning, and contemplate the stupendous frame of the ol 
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ising from nothing, at the Command of 
eal g bmw with oe objects passing in SSok etek 


: herd ree wy A tet gen ye 
God first created the ials, and then fashioned them accord- 
' ing to his ewn age What veneration ought we-to feel for 


that almighty Being, who spake, and it was done, who com- 
manded and.it stood fast! We ought to fall before him with the 
reverence, and adore his amnipotent power. What gra- 
and affection ought we to feel for bim, who, by calling us 
into existence, bas laid the foundation of every enjoyment | 
Our ought to be warmed with sentiments of obligation to 
our Maker ; especially as he is alsoour Preserver and Redeemer. 
O Jehovah | I will praise thee for existence, and for all the coant- 
less favors coming thy hand—Help me to improve thy mer= 
gies, that my existence may be made happy for cver. Amen. 


~ 


The scriptures of the Old Testament, which are connected 
with se of the New, are the genuine writings of those 
whose names they bear, and give a irue account of the Mo- 
saic dispenastion, as well as of the historical facts, the divine 
commands, the moral precepts, and the prophecies which 


they contain. 


That part of the Bible, which is called the Old Testament, 


contains a great variety of very different compositions, some 


historical, some poetical, some moral and preceptive, some pro- 
phetical ; written at different times, and by different persons, and 
collected into one volume by the care of the Jews. 

That these books were all written by those whose names they 
bear, there is not the least reasonable ground to doubt ; they have 
been alwafs considered as the writings of those persons by the 
whole Jewish nation (who were most interested in their auihen- 
ticity, and most likely to know the truth) from the earliest times 
down to the present ; and no proof te the contrary has ever yet 
been produced. 

That these writings have come dewn tous in the same state in 
which they were originally written, as to all essential points, there 
is every reason to believe. ‘The original manuscripts were long 
preserved among the Jews. A copy of the book of the law was 
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preserved in the ark ; it was ordered to be read pie every 
seven years, atthe feast of the tabernacles, as well as privately, 
and frequently, in every Jewish family, ~ _ ; 

There is a copy siill extant, of the five books of Moses (which 
are called the Pentateuch) taken by the Samaritans, who were 
bitter enemies to the Jews, and always at variance with them; 
and this copy agrees, in every material instance, with the Jewish 


copy. 

Neer three hundred years before Christ, these scriptures were 
translated into Greek, and this version (called the Septuagint) 
agrees also in the essential articles with the Hebrew original. 
This being very widely spread over the world, rendered any con- 
siderable a!teration extremely difficult; -and the dispersion of the 
Jews into all the different regions of the globe, made it next to 
impassible. artes 

The Jews were always remarkable for being most faithful guar- 

dians of their sacred books, which they transcribed repeatedly, 
and compared most carefully with the originals, and of which 
they even numbered the words and letters. That they have not 
corrupted any of their prophetical writings appears from hence ; 
that we prove Jesus to be the Messiah from many of those very 
prophecies which they have themselves preserved ; and which 
(if their invincible fidelity to their sacred books had not restrained 
them) their hatred to Christianity would have led them to alter 
or suppress. And their credit is still further established by this 
circumstance, that our Saviour, though he brings many heavy 
charges against the Scribes and Pharisees, yet never once accu 
ses a corrupting or falsifyipg any one of their sacred writ- 
ings. — 

7 is NO Tess certain that these wrilings give a trae and faithtu' 
account of the various matters which they contain. Many of the 
principal facts and circumstances related in them, are mentioned 
by the most ancient heathen authors. ‘The first origin and crea- 
tion of the world out of chaos, as deseribed. by Moses ; the for- 
mation of the sun, the meon and the stars, and afterwards of man 
himself; the dominion given him over other animals; the com- 
pletion of this great work in six days; the destruction of the 
world by 2 deluge; the eireamstances of the ark and the dove ; 
the puvishment of Sodom by fire; the aycient rite of cireumci 
sion ; many parficulars relating to Moses, the giving of the law, 
and ‘the Jewish ritual ; the vames of: David and Solomon, and 
their leagues with the Tyriaps ; these things and many others of 
the same sort, are expressly mentioned, or plainly alluded to, in 
several Pagan authors of the highest antiquity and the best credit. 
And a very bitter enemy of the Jews as weil as Christians, the 
Emperor Julian, is, by the force of evidence, compelled to con- 

fess, that there were many persons among the Jews, divinely 





455 


inspired ; and that fire from heaven descended on the sacrifices 
of Moses ryhiny 2 un to this, that the references —_ to 
the books o Old Testament, and the passages quoted from 
them by.our Saviour and his Apostles, is a plain proof, that they 
amen eng the authority of those writings, and the veracity 
of their authors. iS aby ? 

{t is true, indeed, tbat in the historical books of the Old Tes- 
tament, there are some bad characters and bad actions recorded, 
and some very cruel deeds described ;, bat these things are men- 
tioned as mere historical facts, and by na. means approved or pro- 
posed as examples to others, And excepting these passages, 
which are comparatively few in number, the rest of those sacred 
books, more especially eronomy, the Psalms, Proverbs, Ec- 
clesiastics and the Prophets, are fall of very sublime representa- 
tions.of Ged and his attributes; of very excellent rules for the 
conduct of life, and examples of almost every virtue that can 
adorn human nature. And these things were written at a time 
when all the rest of the world, even the wisest, and most learned, 
and most celebrated nations of the earth, were sunk in the ne. 
est ignorance of God and religion; were worshipping idols. and 
brute beasts, amd indulging themselves in the most abominable 
vices. It is a most singular circumstence, that a people in a re- 
mote, obscure corner of the world, very inferior to several hea- 
then nations in learning, in philosophy, in gerius, and all the po- ~ 
lite arts, should yet be so infinitely their superiors in their ideas of 
the Supreme Being, and in every thing relating to morality and 
- religion. This can no otherwise be accounted. for, than ont 
supposition of their having been instructed in these things bye 
himself, or by persons commissioned and inspired by hi 
is, of their having been really favored with those divine t 
tions, which are reedrded in the books of the Old Testament. ~ 

With respect to the prophecies which they contain, the truth of 
a great part of these has been infallibly proved by the exact fulfil- 
ment of them in ag ages, cack as those relating to our 
Saviour (which will be heteafter specified) to Babylon, to Egypt, 
to Edom, to Tyre and Sidon. But those which refer more par- 
ticularly to the dispersion of the Jews, are so very numerous and 
clear, and the accomplishment of them, in the preseat’state of the 
Jews, is a fact which obtrades itself, at this moment, £0 irresisti- 
bly upon our senses, that I cannot forbear presenting to the reader 
some of the most remarkable of those predictions, as they are 
drawn together by a most able writer. 

It was foretold by Moses, that when the Jews forsook the true 
God, “ they should be removed into all the kingdoms of the 
’ ‘tarth, should be scattered among the heathen, among all! people, 
from the one end of the earth even unto the other ; should be. 
come ap astonishment, a proverb, and a bye word, among li 





ations ; aid that among those nations they should find no ease, 
neither should the sole of their foot have rest ; but the Lord stiould 
give them a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of 
mind, and send a faintness into their hearts in the land of their 
enemies ; so that the sound of a shaken leaf shou!d chase them.”* 
The same things are continually predicted through al! the follow. 
ing prophets: “ That God would disperse them through the 
countries of the heathen: that he would sift them emong all na- 
tions, like as corn is sifted in a sieve ; that in all the Kingdoms of 
the earth, whither they should be driven, they should be a re. 
proach, and a proverb, a taunt, arid a curse, and an astonish. 
ment, and a hissing ; and that they should abide many days with. 
out a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and 
without an image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim ”+ 
Had any thing like this, in the time-of Moses or of the pro- 
ts, ever happened to any nation; in the world ? Or was there 
In hetdre any probability that any such thing should ever happen 
to any people ? That when they were conquered by their ene- 
mies, and led into captivity, they should neither continue in the 
place of their captivity, nor be swallowed up and lost amon 
their conquerors, but be scattered aniong all the nations of the 
world, and hated and persecuted by all nations for many ages, 
and yet continue a distinct people? Or could any description of 
the Jews, written atthis.day, be a more exact and lively picture 
of the state they have now been in for many ages, than these pro- 


phetic descriptions, especially that of Moses, given more that 
thousand years ago § 


* Deut. xxviii. 25—Lev. xxvi. 33—Deut. iv. 27—Deut. xxviii. 64+ 
Deut xxviii. 37—Deut. xxviii. 65—Lev. xxvi. 36 

¢t Ezek. xx. 13—xi. 15—Amos, ix. 9—Jer. xxiv. 9—xxix. 18 
Hosea, iii. 4. 

§ Clarke’s Evidences, p. 176, 276. 


Porteus, Bishop of Londot. 
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_ PRAVBLS IN PALESTINE. | 
From Nazareth to Tibertas. Fi 


Continued from page 409. 


After a sleepless night, rising more fatigued than when we re- 

Pe a Sg deet ing a tolisénre jv rney preferable to the 
suffering state we had all endured, we Nalin at five o’cluck 
ag Sunday mornitig, Jaly the smh. Instead of proceeding to 
Jerusalem, (our intemion beiag to complete the tour of Gahiee, 
and to Visit the Lake of Gennesareth.) We returned by the way 
we came, util we bed quitted the valley, and as¢ended the hills 
tothe north of the town, We then descended, in the same novth- 
erly direction, or rather north-east, into some fine vallies, more 
cultivated than apy land we had yet seen in this country, sur- 
rounded by hiils of limestone, destitute of trees. After thas rid- 
ing for a0 hour, we passed the village of Rani, leaving it upon 
our left, and came in view of the small village of Cana, situated 
on a gentle eminence, inthe midst of oneof these valleys. Lt is 
difficult to ascertain its exact distance from ‘Nazareth Oar horses 
were never out of a foot’s pace, and we arrived there at half past 
seven. About a quarter Ej a mile before we entered the village, 
isa spring of delicious limpid water, elese to the road. whence 
all the waicr is taken for the sapply of the village. Pigviagt 
course balt at this spring, as the-source of the water which ¢ 
Saviour, by his first miracle, converted into wine. At such pla- 
cesit is certain to meat either shepherds reposing with their flecks, 
or caravans halting to drink. A few olive trees*being near the 
spot, travellers alight, spread their carpets beneath these trees, 
and, having: filled their pipes, generally smoke and take some 
coffee; always preferring repose in these paces, to the accommo. 
ditions which are offered in the villages Sach has_been the 
custom of the country from time immemorial. ee 
We entered Cana, and halted at a'small Greek chapel, in the 
court of Which we all rested, while oar breakfast was spread upon 
the ground. This grateful meal consisted of about a bushel of - 
cucumbers, some white mulbeeries, a véry insipid fruit, gathered 
from the trees reared to feed silk worms ; hot cakes of anleaven- 
éd bread fried in honey and hutter; and, as gsual, plenty of 

® fowls, We had fo reason to complain of our fare, and all of us 
ate heartily. We were afterwards conducted into the chapel, in 
geder to see the reliques and, sacred vestments there preserved. 
When the poor priest exhibited these, he wept over them with so 

; K 3 





ffiuch sincerity, aud lamented the iudignitics to which the holy 
places were exposed jn terms so affecting, that all our pilgrims 
wept also. Such were the tears which formerly excited the sym. 
pathy, and reused the valour of the Crusaders. ‘The sailors of 
our party caught the kindling zeal ; and little more was necessa. 
ry to incite in them a hostile disposition towards every Saracen 
they might afierwards encounter. ‘The rains of a chareh are 
shewn in this place, which is said to have been erected over the 
spot where the marriage feast of Cana was held. It is worthy 
of nofe, that, walking among these rains, we saw large massy 
Stone water pots, answering the description given of the antient 
vessels of the country ; not preserved, nor exhibitéd as reliques, 
but laying about, disregarded by the present inhabitants, as an. 
tiquities with whese original use they were unacquainted. From 
the appearance, and the number ef them, it was quite evident 
that a practice of keeping water in large stone pots, each holding 
from eighteen to twenty seven gallons, was once common in the 
country. 
About three miles beyond Cana, we passed the village of Tw- 
fan: near this place they pretend to A wre the field where the 


disciples of Jesus Christ placked the ears of corn upon the Sab. 
bath day. ‘lhe Italian Catholics have named it the field deglia 
Settt spini, and gather the bearded wheat, which is annually 
growing there, as a part of the collection of rg wherewith 


ey return bartlened to their own country. The heat of this day 
was greater than any to which we had yet been exposed in the 
Bevant ; nor did we afterwards experience any thing so power- 
fal} Captain Culverhouse had the misfortune to break his um- 
Brella ; a frivolous event in milder latitudes, but here of so much 
importance, that all hopes of continuing our journey depended 
upon its being gepaired. Fortunately, beneath some rocks, over 
which we were then passing, there were caverns, excavated by 
primeval shepherds, as 4 shelter from scorching beams, capable 
of baking bread, and actually of dressing meat: into these caves 
Wwe crept. not only for the parpose of restoring the umbrella, bat 
also to profit by the opportunity thas offered of unpacking our 
thermometers, and ascertaining the temperature of the atmos- 
phere. It was now twelve o’clock. ‘The mercury, im a gloomy 
recess under grcund, perfectly shaded, while the seale was placed 
go aS not t6 touch the roek, remainedat one hundred degrees of 
Fahrenheit. As to making any observations in the sun’s rays, it 
was impossible ; no one of the party had courage to wait with 
the thermometert a single minute in suclr a situation. 

Along this route. particularly between Cana and Toran, we 
ébserved basaltic phenomena The extremities of colamns, pris- 
matically formed, penctrated the surface of the soil, so as to render 
our journey rough and unpleasant. These marks of regular or of 
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uvegular crystatiization, generally depoic the vicinity of a bed of 
water, lying beneath their level. {‘he traveller, passing over « se- 
ries of successive plains, resembling, in their gradation, the order 
of a stair case, observes, as he desceads to the inferior strauum 
whereon the water rests, that where rocks are disclosed by the 
sinking of the soil, the appearance of crystatiization has taken 
place; and then ihe prismatic configeration is valgarly denomi- 
nated basaltic. When this series of depressed surfaces occurs 
very trequentiy, and the prismatic form is very evident, the 
Swedes, from the resemblance such recks have to an artificial 
flight of steps, call them’ Zrup ; a word signifying, in their lan- 
guage, @ staircase In this state science remaiis at present, con- 
cermipg an appearance in na‘ure whieh exhibits nothing more 
than the common process of crystallization, upen a larger scale 
than kas hitherto exciied attention. Nething 1s more frequent ip 
the vicinity of very antient |.':es, in the bed of considerable ri- 
vers, or by the borders of the ocean. Such an appearance there- 
fore, inthe approach to the Lake of ‘Piberias, 1s only a paralle! 
to similar phenomena extbitted by rocks near the lakes ¢/ 
Locarno and Bolsenna in Ltaly; by those of the Wenner Lake 
in Sweden; by the bed of tue Rhine, near Cologne in Germany; 
bythe Valley of Roneca, in the territory of Verona; the Giant’s 
Causeway of the Pont du Bridon, in the state of Venice, and 
numerous other examples in the same country ; not (o enumerate 
instances which occur over all the islands between the north coast 
of Ireland and Iceland, as well as in Spain, Portugal, Arabia 
and India. When these erystals_have attained a regularity of 
stracture, the form is often hexagonal, like that of cannon spar, 
or the Asiatic and American emerald. It is worthy of remark, 
that Patéin, during his visit to the mountain Odon Tcheion, in the 
deserts of Oriental ‘Tartary, discovered, in breaking the former 
kind of emerald, when fresh taken from the stratam wherein jit 
lies, not only the same alterpate convex and concave fractures 
which characterize the horizontal fissures of certain basaliéie pil- 
lars, but also the concentric layers which denote. concretionary 
formation. It is hardly possible to have more striking proof of 
coingidence, as to origin of such a structure in the two substan- 
ces. 
After we had passed Taran, a smal! plantation of olives afford- 
edusatemporary shelter: and without this, the heat was greater 
than we could have endured ‘Having rested an hour, taking cof- 
fee and smoking as usual with the Arabs of our party, we con- 
tinned our journey. The earth was covered with such a variety 
of thistles, that a complete collection of them would be a valua- 
ble acquisition in botany. A plant, which we mistook for the 
Jerusalem artichoke. wes seen every where, with a purple head, 
tising te the height of five or six feet. The scorching rays of the 
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sun pot it out of our power to collect specintens of all these ; not 
ene of the party bad sufficient resolution to destend from his 
horse, and abar/don his umbrella, even for an instent. We cis. 
tinetly perceive! that several of thoge plants had not hitherto been 
desciibed by avy traveller: and in the examination of the scanty 
but interesting selections which, with excessive faligne and difh. 
culty, we made along this route, mot less than six new species 
have been discovered. Of these, the new Giohe Thistle, which 
-wehave named Eciinops grandiflora, made a-most superb ap. 
pearance : it grew tosuch a size. that some oF its blossoms were 
mear three inches in diameter, forming a sphere eqral in bulk io 
‘thelargest frait of the pomegranate. its leaves and stetp, while 
diving, exhibited a dark but vivid sky blue color. The deserip- 
‘tion 1b the note is taken from its appearance in a dried state. The 
Persian manna plant, or Hedy »rum Alhagi, winch we had 
collected between Acre and Nazzreth, also flourished here abun- 
dantly. This thorny vegetable is said to be the favorite food of 
the camel : it is foand wild in Syria, Palestine, Persia, Egypi, 
Mesopotamia, Armenia, Georgia, and the islands of Tenos, Syria 
and Cyprus Toornefort, who considered it as a plant sui gene. 
vis. has given a description of it, in his account of the Islane of 
Syra. Rau wolf, who discovered it in 1537, in the vicinity of 
Aleppo, and in Persia, often mentions it in his travels. As we 
advanced, our journey led through an open cempaign country, 
until, upon our right the guides shewed us the Mount where it is 
believed that Christ preached to his disciples that memorable 
sermon, concentrating the sam and substance of every Chrestiao 
virtue. We left cur route to visit this elevated spot ; and having 
attained the bighest point of it, a view was presented, which, fer 
its granceur. independently of the interest excited by the different 
objects contained in it, has no parallel in the Holy Land. 

From this situation we perceived that the plain, over which we 
had been so long riding, was itsclf very elevated. Far beweath 
appeared other plains, one lower than the other, in that regular 
gradation concerning which observations were recently made, 
and extending to the surface of the Sea of ‘Yiberias, or Sea of 
Galilee. ‘This immense lake. almost equal. in the @andear of 
its appearance. to that of Geneva. spreads its waters over all the 
lower territory. extending from the north east towards the south- 
west, and then bearing east of us. Its eastern shores present a 
sublime scene of mountains. exiending towards the north and 

‘south, and seeming to close it in at either extremity ; both to- 
wards Chorazin. where the Jordan enters ; and the Aulon, or 
Campus magnus, through which it flows to the Dead Sea. ‘The 
cultivated plains reaching to its borders. which we behold at an 

‘amazing depth below our view, resembled, by the various hues 
their different produce exhibited, the motley pattern of a vast cat, 
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ot. To the north appeared snowy summits, towering, beyontl 
a series oi iptervening MoOuntams, with unspeakable greatuess. 
We considered them as the sammits of Libanus ; but tue Arabs 
belonging: to our. caravan called the principal eminence Jebei 
Sieh, -dyig Wt ywasoear Damaseys: probably, theretore, a part 
of ine chain of Libaous, ‘This summit was so lofty, that the snow 
entwely covered ihe upper part ef it ; not laying in patches, as I 
have scen it, during summer, apon the tops of very clevated moun- 
tains; (for stance, upon that of Ben Nevis in Scoiland) but in- 
vesting all the higher part.wilh that perféct white and smooth 
velvet like appearance, which snow only exhibits when it is very 
deep; astriking spectacte in such a climate, where the beholder, 
secking protection f:oai a burning sun, almost considers the fir- 
miment to be vp fire The elevated plains upon the moumtain- 
ous territary beyond the nerthern extremity ot the lake are stil! 
calied by aname. in Arabic, which signifies the wilderness. To 
this wilderness it was thai John. the precursor of the Messiah, 
and also Jesus himself, retired in their earliest years. To the 
south west, at the distance onl) of twelve miles, we beheld Mount 
‘habor, having a conical form, and standing quite insular, upon 
the northern ae of ihe wide plains of Esdraelon, The mountain 
whence this superb view was presenied, Consisis entirely of lime- 
stone ; the prevailing constituent of all the mountains in Greece, 
Asia Minor, Syria, Pheecicia and Palestine. 

By a steep, devious, and difficult tract, following our horses on 
foot, we descenced from this pl.ce tothe village of Hat#i, situat- 
ed at one extremity of the cult:vated plain we had surveyed from 
the heights. Here, having colleeted the stragglers of our party 
fato a farge plantation of me ond lemontrees, we were regaled 
by the. Avabs with all their country afforded Having spread 
mats for us eneath the shade which the trees afforded, they came 
and seated themselves amongst us. gazing with very natural sur- 

rise, atiheir strange guests Some of these Arabs were Druses. 

n the couniries which border the seat of their government, they 
are much esteemed tor their great probity and mildness of dispo- 
sition, which, in Syria. is proverbially atiribated to the members 
of their community. is said, they will neither eat nor drink, 
except of ibe food whieh they have obtained by their own Iabor, 
or, asthe Arwbs literally expressed it, by the sweat of thetr brow. 
From the conversation we had with them, they seemed to be en- 
tirely ignorant of their ovigin. When strangers question them 
upon this subject, they relste numberless contradictory fables ; 
and some of them have found their wey into. lvooks of travels : 
battheir history, as it was said before, remains to be developed It 
seems probable, that long before El Duriz established among Ins 
followers those opinions which at present characterize the majori- 
ty af the Druses, the people as a distinct race inhabited the coun. 
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tey where they now live. The worship of Venus {in whose Mag. 
nificent temple at Byblus in Phoenicia the nies ef Adonis were 
celebrated) still existing in that country ; and the extraordinary 
iact of the preservation of an antient Egyptian superstition, in the 
honors paid to a calf, in Mount Libanus, by those Druses who 
assume the name of Okkals ; are docaments which refer to a 
more antient period in history than the sthism of the Arabs afte; 
the death of Mahomet. ‘To that mildness of character which js 
so characteristic of the Druses, may be attributed both the mix. 
ture caused among thgm by individuals of different nations” who 
have sought refuge in their territory, and the readiness with which 
they. strive to amalgamate the discordant materials of every reli- 
gious creed. Those with whom we-.conyersed confessed that the 
Pantheon of the Druses admitted alike, as objects of adoration, 
Whatsoever had been venerated by Heathens, Jews, Christians 
or Mahometans ; that they worshipped all the prophets, especially 
Isaiah and Jeremiah, as well as Jesas and Mahomet; that every 
Thursday evening the Ox/:uls, who cultivate mysteries, clevate 
within their places of worship, a molten idol, made of gold, sil. 
ver or brass, which has the form of a calf. “ Before this persons 
of both sexes make their prostrations ; and thea a promiscuous 
intercourse ensaes, every nyale retiring with the woman he likes 
best. ‘This the Djahel relate of the Okkals whom they describe 
‘as cautious in making known the ceremonies of their secret wor. 
ship. The custom which unites the Drases in bonds of the striet- 
est amity with those who happen to have eaten bread and salt 
with them, is of Arabian origin ; but indifference about matters 
of religion, which is so obvious among the Druses. never was 
known to characterize the Arab, ‘The fact is, that this does not 
apply tothemali. Ki is evident thatthe Oxkais are not indiffer- 
ent as to their mode of worship, whatsoever this may really be. 
Phat which is related of them we do not receive upon their own 
authority. ‘The imputation which charges them with the wor 
ship of a calf, has some internal evidence of truth; because sach 
an idol, so reverenced, was brought by the Israelites into the Ho- 
ly Land ; nor does it seem probable, supposing this accusation to 
have been founded upon the invention of a tribe of ignorant moun- 
taimeers, that the story would have been so classically adapted to 
the antient history of the country. Considering the litt!e infor- 
mation derived from the writings of those travellers who have 
resided among them, and who have paid most attention to the 
subject, itis not likely that the nature of their occult rites will ever 
be promulgated. That they betray an inclination to Mahometan- 
ism is mot true, because they show every mark of hatred and 
contempt for the Moslems, and behave with great benevolence 
and friendship to the Christians, whose religion they respect. In 
their language they are Arabic ; in every thing else, a distintt 
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pace of meh. ‘There is nothing more remarkable than their phy- 
siognomy, which is not that of an Arab. From this circumstance 
alone, we were, at any time able to select one of the Druses from 
ihe midst of a party of Arabs. A certain nobleness and dignity 
of feature, a m&rked elevation of countenance, and superior de- 
portment, always distinguished them ; accompanied by openness, 
sincerity and very engaging manners. With this brief account 
of a people concerning whom we would gladly have contributed 
any satisfactory information, we must now turn oar attertion to 
other subjects ; ager y that on leaving the Druses, we were | 
as ignorant of their real history as when we entered the country 
of their residence. 
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EXTRACTS. 





Summary view of the proceedings of the London Missionary 
Society. 









Ii is well known that the first efforts of this sociéty were directs 
ed to the islands of the Sduth Pacific Ocean. About thirty per- 
sons were designated to this work, and were intended to settle*at 
Marquesas, Tongataboo, &c. but various circumstances occurred 
to diregt them to Otaheite, where they landed in March, 1797. 
A second company was sent in 1398, who were captured by a 
French privaicer. In 1798, another party was sent, who arriv- 
ed in the spring of 1800. Several of the first number, alarmed 
with apparent danger, retired to Port Jackson, where some of 
them have ever since continued, and have been rendered very 
useful to the ceelony. The brethren who settled at Otaheite, with 
a patient perseverance scarcely ever equalled, continued amidst 
many discouragements, to®labor among the natives, who were 
deplorably vicious, and who seemed to turn a deaf ear to the glad 
tidings of the Gospel, and to all the entreaties of the missionaries, 
who. at length were constrained, in consequence of a civil war. to 
@bandon the island; but they were affectionately recalled by Po- 
marre the king, in 1812, who declared his own conviction of the 
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truth of Christianity, and his wish to be baptized into the faith of 
the Gospel. Since that time, many of the natives have vulunta. 
rily deciaréd themselv¢s Christians ;. diligently attend the ordi. 
pances of religion, and are. distinguished by the name of Bureé 
Atua, or the praying people. About 3U0 attend the worship of 
God, and nearly as miny form the adult school, where they are 
instracted inreading avd writing. Several of the chiefs. in adja- 
cem islands have also joived them, aud wish instractors to be sent 
to'their people ; while their idols have fallen into great disrepute, 
and Jehovah is acknowledged to be the only living and true God. 
Encouraged by these hopefal appearances, the directors have 
lately sent forth additional missionaries, with their wives, who 
have been favored by the British government with a free passage, 
i convict ships,to New South Wales +so that tiey have an oppor- 
tunity, while on their long passage, to use every effort in their pow- 
er forthe spiritual good of the unhappy people with whom they sail. 
It shoald be meptioned that the missioparies are now transl..ting 
the Scriptures.jnio the Otabeitan language Four more mission- 
aries are intended soon to bé sent to the islands. 

Africa next claimed the attention of the Missionary Socicty. 
Doctot Vanderkemp, a physician of Holland, accompanicd by 
other missionaries from England, sailed ip a government trans. 

ort about the close of 1798, and aftef in vaih =ttempting to esta: 

lish a mission iff Caffraria, formed a setilement near Algoa Bay, 
and calied it. Bethelsdorp. Here, notwithstanding many discou- 
ragements from the badness of the soi!, and opposition of various 
kinds, he. with Mr. Read and»several other persons, have been 
remarkably successfal ; a flourishing church of converted Hotten- 
tots has been formed, consisting of several hundred persons ; and 
during the last year, three hundred persons have been added to 
the number, such as there is reason fodhope wili be saved. The 
settlement consists of nearly 1200 people, with a large quantity of 
cattle ; and such has been the effect of religion in promoting ci- 
vilization, that from being the most idle people upon the earth, ten 
or twelve traders are carried or among them. and they are con- 
stantly increasing in the habits and comforts of civil life, 

From year to year, other settlements in different and distant 
parts of Africa have been formed, in all which, more or less good 
success has followed the self denying labors of the missionaries. 
There are now miore than twelve different places in which reli- 
gious instruction is aflorded to the Hottentots, Corranus, Bush- 
men, Namaquas and other tribes, some of which are six or seven 
handred miles north of the Cape. beyond the Great or Orange 
River ; so that many thousands of the natives are constantly hear- 
ing the word of life ; hundreds are converted to God, who enjoy 
and adorn the Gospel of Jesus Christ ; schools are established; 
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indastry is encouraged, and the blessings of society enjoyed, 
Several converted natives are become preachers. 
In almost ail parts of the country, even where, till lately,.a 
‘white man was never seen, the poor creatures ate crying out for 
instructors. Several more missionaries are now on their way to 
Latakoo, a city but recently discovered, which Mr. Campbell vi- 
sited, where the king signified his reatliness to receive missiona- 
ries; sayioag, ‘ send them, and I will be a father tothem.’ The 
people of Caffraria, supposed to be 400,000 in number, are also 
desirous of receiving instraction. 

To al! these calls the society will pay attention, as soon as suit- 
able missionaries canbe found, and as extensively as they shall 
be enabled by the growing liberality of the public. 

While the society thus attends to the calls of Providence, in 
sending many missionaries to the rade and savage tribes of men, 
who, lmving nothing to unlearn, and no false religion to discard, 
are generally the most ready to listen to.the Gospel; they would 
by no means neglect those regions of the globe, which are at once 
more populous and more civilized. ‘The society has labored for 
aivout twelve years past to establish missions in the East Indies ; 
they have missionaries at Madras, Vizagapatam, Bellary, Gan- 
jam ; in Tinivelly, Chinsurah, and lately in the great city of Surat, 
suppesed to contain 10U,000 souls. Six more missionaries have 
lately departed for the populous city of Calcutta, Madras, and 
other parts of India. Phe harvest in this part of the world is 
vast indeed ; the inhabitants of Hindostan are said to be more 
than a bundred millions, the mujerity of whom are our fellow 
subjects. They are devoted to the most degrading superstitions, 
vices and cruelties, but the Gospel has not been preached in vain ; 
and fortified as the stramg holds of Satan in India are, the power 
of Christ, accompanying his sacred truth, is sufficient to reduce 
them. The society’s missionaries in India have made good pro- 
gress in translating the Scriptures into the Telinga and Canaara 
languages. 

ln the neigboring Island of Ceylon, now wholly subject to the 
British crown, the society has for several years supported mission- 
aries, who are employed chiefly in the superintendence of schools. 

In the immense empire of China, supposed to contain two or 
three hundred millions of souls, the society has labored to scatter 
the darkness which has long covered it, by causing the Holy 
Scriptares to he translated into their very difficult language. Their 
missionary, Mr. Robert Morrison, having acquired it, has trans- 
lated the whole of the New Testament, and some of the Old, 
into the Chinese tongue ; two editions of which have been print- 
ed. and widely circulated through different parts of the empire. 

In this great work he has-been assisted by another missionary, 
Mr. Milne, who has also acquired the language, and translates 
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the Scriptures and religious tracts, and who has been most 
laudably employed in dispérsing numerous copies of the New 
Testament, &c. especially in Batavia and other parts of the 

at island of Java: where also, and in the neighboring island 
of Amboyna, aed in the Mauritius, the society has several mis- 
sionaries. Mr. Milne has tately established himself at Malacca, 
_ where another missionary from England has recently joined him: 
and it is in contemplation lo add to their number, and if possible, 
to form a seminary for missionaries, and to extend their efforts to 
the vast countries comprehended in the name of ‘ India beyond 
the Ganges.’ 

In Canada and Newfoundland the society has for several years 

t supported missionaties among a people who, though not 
Paethean. greatly needed evangelical instruction. 

Very considerable success has attended the labors of Mr. Wray, 
Mr. Davis, and other missionaries in the West Indies, and es- 

cially in Demerary, where several thousands of the negro 
slaves hear with pleasure apd advantage the blessed Gospel : 
fmany are become real Christians, and their masters have been 
constrained to acknowledge, in the improved behavior and indos- 

of their slaves, the great advantage of affording them reli- 
s instruction. 

Thus in aboat fifty different stations, the society employs, and 
in most cases supports, seventy or eighty missionaries, (their 
wives and children,) which, together with the support of a semi. 
nary at Gosport, for the education of Missionaries, in which 
twenty at one time have been lately engaged, the expenditure 
must of course be very considerable ; that of the last year amount- 
ed to nearly twenty thousand pounds. The whole of this sum 
ts annually raised by voluntary subscriptions and collections, ex- 
cept about one thousand pounds, derived from the interest of 
stock, a great part of which is composéd of legacies or life sub- 


scriptions. 
Christian Flerald 
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Lsiracis from the Report of the 22d General Meeting of the 
London Missionary Society. 


SOCIETY ISLANDS, 
IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC okay, 


It is with great satisfaction that the directors ave enabled ta 
commence their annual report with a favorable account of those 
interesting islands in the Southern Ocean which first engageu the 
attention of this society, For two successive years they have nad 
the pleasure of stating, that the aspect of our affairs in Eimeo, an 
island adjacent to Olabéite, has greatly improved, ’ ‘The sntelli- 
genre received during the past year is still more encouraging: 
in aletter dated January 14, 1815, .the missionaries say, ‘ 
congregi@on increases apace ; our stated hearers are about three 
hundred, and sometimes many more.” ‘Their school also, which 
¢onsists chiefly of adults, is well attended ; the number of scholars 
was then two handred and ninety-five. Large parties come over 
from Taheite and other islands, to hear the Gospel, and to obtain 
instruction in the school. The number of those who have desired 
that they may have their names inscribed amoag the worshippers 
ef Jehovah, exceeds two hundred, exclusive of those who have 
removed from Eimeo, and of others who have died in (he faith. 

Nor is it only in the island of Eimeo, where the missionaries 
now reside, bat in Otaheite, Huaheine, Ulietea, Raiatea, Tahaa 
and other islands which they haveoccasionally visited, that the 
word of God has been heard and received with pleasure Seve- 
ral of the chiefs have expressed a wish that their islands also 
should be favored with missjonaries, 

Many persons, especially in Kimeo, having openly renounced 
idolatry, now observe the Christian Sabbath, meet together to 
worship God, and are distinguished by the name of Bure Atuo, 
or the praying people. ‘This public profession has excited, as 
might be expected, the spirit of persecution ; so that some of 
ther houses have been burnt down, and their persons expesed to 
danger. Still, however, Divine Providence interposed in their 
favor, by inclining some of the principal inhabitants to become 
their protectors, who, although idolaters, alleged that they were 
innocent people, and ought not to be injured. Te number of 
those who, in the different islands, have openly renounced the wor- 
ship of idols, cannot be less than five or six hundred, including 
most of the principal chiefs. 

These persevering missionaries, who have long borne the bur- 
den and heat of the day, and whose strength begins to decline, 
















































eXpress an anxious desire to be reinforced by additional labor. 
ers. With this reasonable request the directors most readily 
complied, and have sent out, favored by free passages in govern- 
mentwessels, four brethren with their wives, to assist in the grow. 
ing work required inthe Society Islands ; andthey are preparing 
to send out four more, as soon as possible ; for the missionaries 
assure us that there is much encouragement to cammence missions 
in several other of the Society Islands, and that it.is ardently 
desired by the chiefs themselves. 

It will be gratifying to our friends to learn, that amidst their 
numerous labors, the brethren have composed, in the language of 
ve natives, a History of the Old Testament, and another of the 

*w, which have been printed at Port. Jackson ; they have also 
composed a Catechism, inclading all the great principles of Chris. 
tianity ; and Hymns which the people sing with great delight. 
Ttaifords our brethren an ample reward for all their toils, to ob. 
serve these converted Pagans pouring cut their souls ir_ prayer at 
their social meetings, and to hear the praises of the Redeemer 
sung by their melodious voices. ‘They are proceeding in the im- 

rtant work of translating the Scriptures ; to facilitate the print- 
ing of which, a press has been sent out ; ome of the missionaries 
now on their way, was previously instracted in the art of printing, 
and the British and Foreign Bible Society has kindly provided 
paper for the intended impression. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Exiract from aletter addressed tothe Editor of the Christian 
Herald, dated Orange County, July 15, 1816. 


Dear Siz, Deo: 


The following is communicated to you, and is at your disposal 
for the good of Zion. 


About one year ago a religious awakening commenced among 
the young people of my charge. On attending to the state of their 
minds, it was found that many of them had concealed exercises 
of.this nature for months past. This circamstance seemed_to 
prepare the way for the visible part of the work to proceed with 





eater rapidity than if otherwise might have done. In a very few 
Feds the work spread through every part of the congregation. 
A few enemies to the Ubrisuan religion began to manifest their 
hatred to it; bat w became so general,.and so powerful was the 
work iv a short time, tbat even infidelity uself blushed, and sodn 
sessed to oppose it. A profound sclenimity sow reigued in every 
pat of the society, and in ail cur mectings.. Prayer meeuiogs 
were set up, and erowded in all parts of the congregation. Pri- 
vate houses, although the largest in the society were freely open- 
ed for the purpose were not sufficient to hold the people. It soon 
hecame nowncommon thing to see from 3 te 500 people at those 
prayer Meetings, the greater part of whom’ manifested a deep 
concern for salyation. And while some were constrained to chant 
forth the praises of God for redeeming love, others were crying 
oat (when spoken to on the subject,) ‘ What shall such a poor, 
lost, undeve sinner as 1 am, do tobe saved ? With a view, the 
hetter to profit by visiting ministers, and in order to promote bro- 
therly love, and a greater similarity of views and exercises, a ge- 
neral prayer meeting was established gud attended once a week 
ut the meeting house. At these meetings, the neighburing minis- 
_ters were generally invitea to attend. And for three months we 

never failed to have from one to six or seVen ministers at a time 
loassist us; all of whom, about 12 or i3 in nember, acknowledg- 
ed this to be the wonderiul power of God. At these meetings we 
generally had from 4 to 7 or 800 peuple. <A deep, heart rending 
sense of sin, and particularly the sinfulness of the heart, followed 
with an admiration of the aboanding mercy of God in Christ 
Jesus to the chief of sinners, were the leading features of thé 
work. 

At these weekly meetings, though called general prayer meet- 
mgs, we never failed having one sermon, and generally a num- 
ber of ministerial addresses, ‘The public attention was so gene. 
rly excited, that it was no uncommon thing to see people trom 
the neighboring towns, from 10 to 15, and some more than 20 
miles, eager to see the wonderful power ot God in the convic- 
tion and hopefal conversion of sinners. Many of these visitors, 
it is believed, returned home under serious impressions, which 
have terminated well to themselves, and useful to others. 

It is difficult to say how many have been subjects of awaken- 
ing inthis congregation. Itis believed, however, that the num- 
ber who have. been awakened, is not small. Within nine months, 
151 or 2have been added to this church; about 50 more entertain 
4 hope their peace is made with God, and are expected to come 
forward ere long : about 50.or 60 under deep concern of mind ; 

out 50 more have joined the Baptists and Methodists, from 
within the bounds of this society ;'‘ making upwards of 300 in the 
whole, The work for three or four months past, appeared to be 
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somewhat stationary, but is now progressing again to a pieasj 
degree. Never did I see a greater display of the power and so, 
vereignty of divine grace thas im this work. All ages, all classes 
ranks and d s of people, have shared in it. The stout heart. 
ed—the st 2 oak, yields to the ‘ wind that bloweth where it 
listeth, with es much pliability as the supple willaw. Many are 
the obvious fruits of the work, as it respects the better state of 
society. Among other things, two societies have been formed in 
this place for the purpose of aiding in the dissemination of the 
Gospel. The one is called the The Benevolent Society at Mid. 
dietown ; and the other, The Female Benevolent» Society a 
Middie‘own. About GO members to each society. Have made 
no appropriations as yet—hope we shail ere long. ‘ Awake 0 
north wind, and come, thoa south, blow upon my garden, that 
the spices thereof may flow out. Let my beloved come into his 
garden and eat his pleasant fruits.’ 


Yours with my best wishes, 


ABEL JACKSON, 


Pastor of the First cougregational church at Mid 
dietown, Orange county, New York, 


Evxiract.of a letterto Mr. T. S. Fiinde, dated Sunbury, Deia- 
ware county, ( Ohio) Sept. 12, 1816. 


Dean Sre, 


I think, I noticed some expression made to you by an old Bro- 
ther some time ago ; that God was about to visit bis people in 
this place. God did not disappoint his expectation. God has 
done wonders here. Soon after that Brother’s observation, lil. 
teen joined our society in a day ; five soon after; and twelve ina 
day at Brother Gilbert’s. 

You doubtless have the account of the result of the camp meet: 
ings at Black Lick, and Hageman’s. At the former, I suppose, 
fifty at least were saving!y converted ; and at the latter, one hub- 
dred or more. At Black Lick, I trust, God converted ™y 
youngest son, little ©harles—the Benjamin of the family. He 
seems bold, takes up his cross at prayer meeting, invites his com- 
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rades, which are not a few, to turn from sin. I will, dear Bré- 
ther, praise God for so much goodness. 


B. CARPENTER. 


7 


For the Western Christian Monitor. 


A short accotint of a Camp Meeting, held in Pickaway circuit 
inthe month of September, 1816, by the Rev. Wm. Swayze. 


I arrived at the camp ground on Saturday the 27th, where I 
saw a multitude of people, the most of whom appeared much af- 
, fected with the importance of their salvation; and were listening 
to the truths of the Gospel with more than common attention. 
Here I saw many of my friends, among whom I once travelled 
and preached the Gospel of peace. Some of them were my spi- 
ritual children, gvhom God had given me as the fruit of my labor 
in ~ Gospel. ‘They yet stand fast, anc appear as lights in the 
world. 

The order of this meeting was good. The magistrates felt the 
weight of their duty, and ased their influence to preserve order. 
At the sound of the trampet, at day light, the people attended to 
prayer in theirtents. ‘Thetime and uniformity of this part of the 
worship, rendered it traly awful and solemn. We had preaching 
at nine and eleven in the forenoon and at three in the afternoon. 
During the interval between morning prayer and the first sermon, 
many, in different parts of the camp ground, were employed in 
singing with the mourners, and praying forthem. In these pray- 
ing.groupes, we saw fathers and mothers phi on over their 
children ; and husands and wives, in floods of tears, praying 
for each other. We saw the blooming youth, of both sexes, ima 
ploring the mercy of heaven on their anconverted friends. Their 
parents seemed to occupy the first place in their petitions. This 
was among the most affecting scenes my eyes ever beheid. It 
was sufficient to melt the heart though hard as a stone. “Tt is as- 
es that any one should be unaffected with such scenes as 

8. 


the course of the meeting, while I was present, the 
people paid great attention to the word preaclied ; and (he preach- 
ers appeared like mea who were conscious that they were com- 
























missioned from God, God crowned their labors with more thay 
common Success. It was-a time of great grace. «I could not 
ascertain the exact number of those who professed to find the 
grace of justification ; but from the best information, it appeared 
that more than an hundred were hopefully converted to God. 
And some professed to find the blessing of sanctification ; and we 
had reason to believe that they enjoyed it. 

On Sabbath night the Lord’s supper was administered. The 
=“ task of administering this ordinance devolved on me. 

t was a most glorious time. God was with us of atruth—I pe. 
ver saw sucha night. The table stood before the stand, and the 
whole place was beautifully illuminated. A gentle breeze moving 
the surrounding forest, the lights suspended to the trees, an awiu! 
solemnity resting on the whole assembly, and the devout com. 
municants approaching with tears the table of their Lord, ren 
dered the scene uncommonly affecting. The spirit of the Holy 
One came down, like showers, on the waiting assembly. Some 
sunk to the ground—many wept aloud—Some in silence shed 
abundantly the tears of joy and gratituade—and others shouted the 
high praises of their Redeemer : so that it was difficult to distin. 
gutsh between the voice of sorrow, and the voice of joy. 

After the administration of the sacrament, the people gathered 
into several groupes, and prayed for those who were mourning 
on account of their sins. his exercise continued all night. As 
I was passing among these, I heard a man addreSsing himself to 
a number who were gathered around him. He said, ‘ I was 
taught that the Gospel of Jesus embraced only afew. But I have 
lately heard the Gospel explained as I never did before. 4nd 
although I am as great a sinner as any on this camp ground, yet 
God has converted my soul! He is therefore willing to save all 
who repent and believe in his son.’ 

This night was a gracious time to many souls. One thing par 
ticularly attracted my aitention—the conversion of old sinners. 
I never saw so many old people converted at one meeting before. 

But the displays of grace were not confined to the old. About 
9 o’clock at night, I went to Brother Isaac Monett’s tent ; and it 
seemed like heaven upon earth—for God had lately converted 
four of his children, the eldest cf whom was about 15, and the 
youngest about 10 years of age. It was impossible for a feel- 
ing heart not to be greatly moved with this scene. 

Themeeting closed on Monday morning with exhortation ; af- 
ter whieh the people formed themselves into a large ring two deep, 
and marched round the camp ground, within the tents. They 
took Jeave of the preachers as they passed Nothing of this na- 
tare could have been more affecting. Some came weeping and 
others sheuting for joy ; while some who had no religion wept 
and cyied for bitterness of heart. ‘The o!dest preacher pronounc- 
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ed a blessing on the assembly ; ; who then parted from each other 
in harmony and dove. 
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Extracts from the minutes of 
‘THE ‘On19 CONFERENCE, 


Who have been admitted on trial ? 


. Ezra Booth _ ia * Thomas A. Morris 
~ William Westlake. *. Phomas Garr 















cee Glaze. Samuel. Baker 
ephen Spurlock - - Daniel Davison 
Jab Brooke William William’ 









Joho Linville Simon Peter 
Who remain on trial 2? 
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Cornelius Springer - | Samuel Hamilion 
William Cunningiam ; Samuel Chenoweth 
Andrew — Benjamin Lawrence 
Absolom. Bent... James Simons 
John Tivis. gi. James Leach 

Jobn P. Kent —,_:~=«.—‘(< SCBarris Westlake 





Who are admitted into full connexion, clécted and ordained 





~ 








Henry Baker ri At a 
Cartis: Godard Adams 
Sadocia Bacon - _ Wie far 

Jabez Bowman et Biclon 
Henry B. Bascom 

Elijah Truitt Waterman 





Who are adussaibdnte elders oe 2 ; 


j= vt a +, Charles Waddle, (Elect ) 
Robert C, Hatton John Dae 
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Who have lecated? 
Daniel Frail Francis Landrutn 


Joseph Kinkead Charles Holiday 
Benjamin Roten 


Who ere superanuated ? 


William Burke Thomas Nelson 
Moses ‘Trader Henry M’Daniels 


Where are ihe preachers stationed * 
OHIO DISTRICT. 


James B. F oe Elder. 
Shenango O. Hatton, 

Erie Curtis Godard, John P. Kent, 
Sean ina ¢ Henry Baker, 

Beaver Ezra Booth, . 

Chatagua  - ~—- Daniel Davison, 

Steubenville William Dixon, Barris Westlake, 
West Wheeling William Knox, . 
Tuskarawas Archibald M‘ Blroy. 


MUSKINGUM DISTRICT. 


Jacob Young, Presiding Elder. 

Guiandott | St k, 

Letart Falls Joho Summerville, 

Little Kenfiawa John Solomon, 

Marietta Cornelius , Thos. A. Morris, 

Fairfield James , John M‘ Mahan, 

Zanesville John Waterman, Thomas Carr, 

Knox . Shadrach Ruark,’ : 
arnesville® ° John Graham, Samael Hamilton 

Mansfield © Lemuel Lan. 


*. SCLOTO DISTRICT 


” David Young, peeing Eider. 
Deet Creek ; Waddle, Samuel Glaze} 
Pickaway Michael Ellis, Samuel Brown, 


Paint Oreek Jacob Hooper, William Westlake, 
Scioto Thomas Sewel, R. W. Finley, 
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Columbas, William Swayze, Simon Peter 
Brosh Oreck . Elijeh Truitt. P 
Salt Creek Jobo Tivis. 


MIAMI DISTRIOT. 


Moses Crome, Presidin Elder. 
Cincinnati Alexander ca 
Wee Finley, 


Sadocia Bacon” 
Wm. Adams, Andrew Monroe, 


Bal | manatee rb. Bite 
t River . 
Blue River Joho Cord, 
Silver Oreck = Joseph Pownal. 
John Due travels with Bishop M‘Kendrie~and William 
Mi‘ Mehan with Bishop Roberts. ie 
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POETRY. 


Qn the Immortality of the Sou}. 
2 


And is itso? Have I indeed a sou! 
Which shall escape the prison of the tomb; 

Shall soar aloft when planets cease to roll, 
And look unhort on nature's final doom ? 


A soul which shall eat ‘and know and fee!— 
Transporting thought! while endless years endure ; 
Vears everlasting only can reveal 
How rich the gift—and God has made it sare. 


Yet with my triamph well may fear combinz— 
A soul immortal trusted to my care ! 

Destin’d in glory to exult and shine, 
Or sink to hell, the victim of despair. 


Celestia] wisdom, take me by the havd, . 
For I, alas! am blind and prone to stray : 
Bow me, Almighty Grace, to thy command, 
And guide me safely to eternal day. 
Rich. Christ. Mon. 


Distress rqnoved by the Crose of Christ. 


With loads of guilt opprest 
I strove in vain to fly, 
My conscience found no rest, 
I saw-no refuge nigh ; 
Helpless, expos’d to endless pain, 
I sunk, for all my hopes were slain. 








»TPwas then, o’erwhelm’d with wo, 
Theard the gospel’ssomd, 
- It sweetly bade me go... 
To Calv’ry’s hallow’d ; tr Q " 


To lift my weeping eyes and see ve 
The Lamb of God who died for me. 


What wonders strike me here, 
How awfalistheplace! 
What glorious forms appear” 
Of justice and of grace! ~ 
The San of God expires to bay: 
Pardon for man, and bliss on high. 


While near his cross.I stand. 
J view my guilt enlarg’d, 
Yet from death’s iron hand 
I feel my soul discharg’d 5 
I see that God is reconcild, 
J hear him own me for his child. 


My gloomy fears of wrath 
Away for eyer fly, 
I mark the sacred path 
That leads me to the sky 5. 
My Father’s animating voice 
_ ‘Bigs me go forward and rejoice: 


Jesus what shall I say 
Of all thy love to me ? 

Nought can I thee repay, 
Thy blessings must be free ; 
Vet will Lserve thee as my King, 

And. evermore tby praises sing. 
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Light utito men by God himself is given, 
Light to make plain the path ws pes leads to heav'n ; 
But lest it shine with an ray, 

And open in a flood of heav’nly day, 

Men, far destruction bound, that light put aut, 
And hence they wander in a maze of doubt. 
Darkness involves them *midst a Gospel day ; 
Far from the paths of peace they blindly stray ; 
Yet boast of reason and its glorious sway. 

As birds of night the orb of day despise, 
Because his bright refulgance blinds their eyes, 
So these despise the Gospel’s glorious light, 
Which teaches them the principles of right ; 
In darkness thick they madly speculate 

And feeble reason’s virtae overrate. 


Beveal’d religion is a pleasing theme ; 


Tis not a whim or visionary dream ; 

Bot solid, permanent, and aptly fit 

To teach the thoughtless sceptic and the wit. 
The mists of natare’s night before it fly ; 
Heaven beams with radiance on the mental eye, 


Religion pure exalts the powers of man, 
Leads him by truth divine himself to scan, 
Inspires his soul with pleasure, peace and Jeve, 
And fits him for the realms of life above, ~ 


In sudden apathy let stoics sleep, 
Forget to love, to pity, fear or weep ; 
Let each proad son of boasted reason, vain, 
Promulge the notions of his freakish brain ; 
But give me, Lord, the lamp of heav’nly light, 
Bright shining in this world of moral night, 
To guide my feet in paths of peace divine : 
O ! let this light upon my darkness shine, 
Lead me to Obrist, the hope of all the just, 
In whom the righteous daily put their trust : 
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Then shall my happy soul exulting rise 
To God on high, when nature sinks and dies, 


—a 
ERS 


By J—— D——.. 
Itarn my eyes to Calvary, 
And seethe Saviour there ; 


He suffers oa the accursed tree 
‘Po cave'me from despair. 


The noon-day sun withdraws his light, 
While the Redeemer dies, 

While awful justice claims his right 
And slays the sacrifice. 


See there, my soul, the bleeding Lamb ! 
No tongue his grief can tell ; ; 
By wicked men he’s put to shame, 
To ransom thee from hell ! 


Extended on the dreadful tree, 
Between the earth and sky, 

The great, the glorious Jesus see, 
For thy transgressions die ! 


Thy gloomy doubts begin to chide, 
Bid anbelief remove; 

The son of God for thee hath dy’d; 
Believe, aad taste his love. 
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O! may my soul aspire 
To things above the skies, 
And, wing’d with pure desire, 
To her Great Author rise ! 
Rise in the strength of ardent prayer. 
And view, by faith, the Saviour there ! 


Thou tempting world, adieu ! 
Wby should thy charms delight ? 

A happier clime I view, 
Where saints are cloth’d in white. 
Where angels and archangels sing, 
And prostrate fail before their King. 


















* Who did our souls'redeem, | 
And rais’d us worms so high ; . 
Who brought us here to sing thy grace, 

And gaze for. ever on thy face.’ 
O! ‘Lord, who shall ascend, 
And join that ploridis throng, 

(Where pleasures never end) 
And tune an endless song ? 
- May I, tho’ mean arise and’shine, 
And sing thy love, thy love divine ! 
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